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"Remembering Carl F. Dorcas" 

 
 
A very noteworthy and active participant in the successful creation and growth of the City of 
Sylvania recently passed away.  Carl F. Dorcas served an integral role in the success of our 
Sylvania community as a Sylvania Village Councilmember, chairman of the City Charter 
Commission and City Law Director for twenty-six years, serving every City Mayor including 
myself. 
 
I had the privilege of witnessing and benefiting from Carl Dorcas's professional expertise and 
commitment to Sylvania since the early 1980's when I first became involved in community 
leadership.  While elected office holders have the vision for improving the City of Sylvania, they 
often lack the time and expertise to make their visions a reality.  For many years, Carl Dorcas was 
the expert who saw projects through to a successful launch and completion with lasting value to 
the community. 
 
As an example, Mr. Dorcas served a leading role in the creation of the Sylvania Area Joint 
Recreation District in the late 1980's.  As a young city councilman, I attended a pivotal meeting at 
Lucas County Prosecutor Tony Pizza's office along with Mr. Dorcas, Mayor James Seney, 
Sylvania Township Trustee Lucille Laskey and other community leaders as the creation of SJARD 
was planned.  SJARD has truly been successful, making Sylvania's recreation programs the envy 
of many communities and the first of its kind in northwest Ohio, and Mr. Dorcas was the expert 
that worked out the legal creation and governance details for Sylvania. 
 
Except for time spent in the U.S. Army Air Corps, Mr. Dorcas lived his entire life in Sylvania.  He 
was born on North Main Street, grew up and went to school in Sylvania, and served as senior 
class president of the 1944 class of Burnham High School.  He was inducted into the Sylvania 
Schools Academic Excellence Foundation Hall of Fame in 1997.  He believed that Sylvania was 
the best place to live and worked his entire life making the community better. 
 
Although seldom in the limelight, Mr. Dorcas's precision and accuracy as City of Sylvania 
Director of Law helped the City achieve many goals and avoid the legal problems and 
controversies other communities often face.  He worked to provide elected officials with the best 
information and guidance possible for them to do their jobs better.  Whether for day-to-day 
operations or long-term projects, the best interests of the community were always foremost with 
him.  And he did it all as a gentleman, respected attorney and active community member. 
 
Carl Dorcas was one of those special people that only come along once every generation or so.  
Our community is far better off because he lived here and worked for Sylvania.  I honor him and 
all he accomplished to make Sylvania a better place. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


